Absolutes - 2010

All officials

Remove whistle from mouth after the snap.

Echo stop clock signal, except U, whenever the clock is stopped.

Dead ball officiate in your area until opposing players have separated. Don’t be too quick to change down, get new ball, etc.

Pre-game – Keep visiting with home/visiting team personnel to a minimum and attend to pre-game responsibilities.

Look and act professional during timeouts.
Kickoff Position

R - On the GL in the middle of the field.

U – On the GL, on the sideline nearest the press box.

H – On the GL, on the sideline opposite the press box.

L – On R’s restraining line, on the sideline nearest the press box. Fade to GL on the return.

B – On K’s restraining line, on the sideline opposite the press box. Fade to GL on the return.
Punt Position

R – L side of the field, 15-20 yards wide, on the same yard line as the kicker.

U – 7–9 yards from the LOS on the L side of the field, one yard outside the blocking formation with an angle on the snapper.

H – on the LOS, do not leave the LOS until the ball crosses.

L – downfield on the same yard line as the B. (exception: inside the 3, stay at the LOS).

B – 5 yards deeper and 10 yards wider than deepest receiver. Beanbag the end of the kick only on returned kicks (not fair catch or muffs).
Scrimmage Position

R – Passing arm, 12-15 yards behind the LOS, outside the TE.

U – 5-8 yards beyond LOS, inside tackles opposite the TE, double TE favor the wide side.

H&L – OB’s, straddling the LOS. Keep sidelines clear during the play.

B – 20-25 yards deep, between uprights
Running Play
R – OB’s cleanup within 5 yards of the LOS (coordinate w/BJ).

U – At the end of the play, spot ball and jog to position.

B – Read play and do not retreat out of the play, clean up OB’s beyond 5 yards of LOS, (coordinate w/R).

H & L – 

· Know down & distance, H should not look back to chains for a 1st down, trust L to kill the clock or not.

· Critical spots (GL, close 1st down) – come all the way to the ball.

· If the run ends OB’s on your sideline, pivot to face OB’s to observe action.

· Goal line Coverage 

· Ball snapped inside the 15 yd line, stay ahead of the play/runner, be at the GL when the ball crosses.

· Ball snapped at or inside the 5 yd line, move immediately to the GL, be at the GL when the ball crosses.
Passing Play
R – Stay with the QB to rule on possible RP.

U – Get to the LOS, turn on all passes to help rule trap/catch

H&L – read play, don’t leave LOS too early. Punch off backwards passes.

B - Maintain cushion, do not allow receivers to get behind you, even in the EZ.

Penalty Enforcement
R – Clear and give final signals w/minimal walking around, stand still, give crisp signals and verbalize foul. Give preliminary signal when necessary.

U – Jog penalty yardage (more than 5 yds), confirm w/wing before spotting ball. Mark all spot fouls from outside the hash if spot foul, then bring ball to the hash to spot.

H – Do not move the box until the ball is placed following enforcement.

  *Ball and penalty flags should be covered, if spot of enforcement.

  *Foul information should be reported to your sideline.
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