When In Doubt
BLOCKING

· It is LEGAL use of hands rather than holding or illegal use of the hands

· The defensive back has legally initiated contact in passing situations.

· The contact is below the waist (for blocking below the waist)

· It is a block in the side vs. a block in the back

· For disintegration of the free blocking zone, assume it is intact

· The contact is at the knees or below (for a chop block)

TACKLING

· There is twisting, turning or pulling the face mask (next to never a 5 yarder)

· The runners knee has NOT touched the ground

PASSING

· The passer has not intentionally grounded the ball

· A team A player has a reasonable opportunity to catch a pass

· The ball is a forward pass and not fumbled during an attempted forward pass

· The pass is incomplete rather than a fumble

· As to “caught or trapped” the pass is incomplete

· The pass was released in or behind the neutral zone rather than beyond it

· It is a forward pass rather than a backward pass when thrown in or behind the neutral zone

· The pass is backward rather than forward beyond the neutral zone 

· The ball has NOT been touched on a forward pass. 

KICKING

· It is roughing rather than running into the kicker

· A ball is accidentally touched with the foot rather than intentionally kicked

· A fair catch signal is valid rather than invalid

· The player has not touched rather than touched the ball

· The ball has been muffed rather than caught

RUNNING 
· The runner is held so that forward progress is stopped rather than a fumble 
· The runner has fumbled as he contacts the ground (NO FUMBLE)
SCORING/TOUCHBACK/SAFETY

· The ball is dead in the field of play rather than a touchdown

· The original force has not been expended

· It is a touchback rather than the ball belonging to team B under original momentum rules

· The ball belongs to team B under original momentum rules rather than a safety

OUT OF BOUNDS

· A receiver would have come down OUT OF BOUNDS

· A player is inbounds rather than out of bounds

· The ball is dead in the field of play rather than out of bounds

· A player has been blocked out of bounds by an opponent
